HEALTH PROMOTION TANZANIA (HDT)

Another Victory in Family Planning! @3

All LGAs to allocate Resources for Family Planning @

Introduction: Finally the Government of Tanzania has ordered all LGA to ensure they
allocate funds for Family Planning in their budget beginning financial year 2015/16. This was
reached in a joint meeting between MoH and FP stakeholders in Dodoma in May 2014. For many
years, family planning (FP) allocations in Tanzania were made at the central government. The
highest allocations made from the central government budget were in 2014/15 which was just
10% of needed (2 Billion Tshs against an estimated need of 20 Billion Tshs).

The process: HDT and other Family Planning partners (Advance Family Planning (AFP) project,
Pathfinder International and Engender-Health) worked direct and successfully with Local
Government Authorities (LGA) to allocate funds for Family Planning. Albeit this endeavor was
successful, it was neither sustainable nor did it reach all LGAs in the country. Using the National
Family Planning Costed Implementation Plan (NFPCIP), partners proposed a minimum package
for Family Planning interventions at LGA. This was harmonized with the PlanRep, the budgeting
software for LGA. This was followed by advocacy sessions with Ministry of Health and
Development Partners, to raise a unified voice on need for fund allocation at LGA level that will
complement national level resources which mainly focus on commodities and supervision.

The result: In May 2014, Ministry of Health convened a meeting in Dodoma that brought
partners and some LGA representatives to discuss Family Planning priorities to be budgeted by
each LGA. A Directive was developed, which is a government communication tool for a specific
: | purpose. It also specifies the actors as well as
actions to be taken. In this case, the LGAS’
Directive on Family Planning allocations is a
communication tool calling upon all LGAs to
make allocations for family planning services
in their budgets. It makes it compulsory for all
LGAs to allocate reasonable funds for FP
WALl commencing with the 2015-16 fiscal year;
g failure to do so would disqualify their health
budgets from getting ministerial pass and final
approval by the Parliament.

The Directive came into effect in November
2014 to go along with the new budget circle.
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